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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

It was the deciding round of play of the 1983 U.S. Open golf tournament. A 

player named Larry Nelson was tied for first place. But then he hit a difficult 

situation. His approach shot to the sixteenth green left him sixty-two feet from 

the hole. His fans groaned. In the world of golf, sinking a sixty-two-foot putt is 

about as likely as a hole-in-one. 

 

Larry Nelson paused for a long moment. Then he raised his head, sized up the 

terrain, and stroked his ball. It rolled downhill for a spell, then up an incline, 

then down another slope, and up another, and finally it curved, and then Ker plunk! into the hole it went. 

Some called it the shot of the year.  Bolstered by this magnificent putt, Larry Nelson went on to win the 

tournament, his first victory following a two-year slump.  

 

One of the reporters who flocked to get his comments after the tournament asked him if he had been praying 

during the match, especially before that fateful putt.  

 
ñYes,ò Larry Nelson answered.  ñWere you praying youôd make the shot?ò the reporter asked.  

ñNo,ò Nelson said. ñWell, then, what were you praying for?ò asked the reporter. 

Larry Nelsonôs answer should help all of us. He replied simply, ñPeace.ò  

 
 

Is there anyone who is reading this who is not, one way or another, seeking peace--peace in our hearts, peace 

in our marriages, peace in our relationships with other family members, peace in our work? 

 

Now a word of caution, the peace that Christ gives is not a passive peace. That is, some people are at peace 

because they ignore the needs of those around them, as well as the needs of their community and world. 

ñWhat, me worry?ò is their attitude. That is not the peace that Christ is talking about. 

 

There are some things that we should worry about. Jesus saw the money changers in the temple taking ad-

vantage of worshippers, and he worried about it to the point of driving them out into the streets.  Jesus wor-

ried about people who were lost in their sins and he gave his life in our behalf.  On another occasion he said, 

ñI have not come to bring peace but a sword.ò 

 

There are some things that Christians ought to worry Christians about. For example: the plight of immi-

grants today who are fleeing persecution and, in some cases starvation; the increasing number of violent 

deaths in our own land; the disintegration of family life in our nation; these things should spur us to action! 

 

There are problems over which every Christian ought to have a deep 

and heavy burden. There is a time for moral indignation and strong re-

medial action. There is a difference between having Godôs peace and 

ignoring what is happening in the world around us. In the words of Pat-

rick Henry, ñGentlemen cry, óPeace, Peace,ô and there is no peace.ò We 

must continually be on guard that our desire for peace does not cause us 

to ignore our responsibilities as soldiers of the cross.  

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Mark 



Celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 
 

New On  Sunday Mornings Between Worship 

Starting March 19th 
Do you ever wonder why we have so many Christian denominations and if there is really 

much difference between them? The answers to these questions lie in the dramatic and 

turbulent times of the Reformation. This high definition series brings to life the stories 

and struggles that still impact us today.   

  

Session 1: From Night to Dawn: the Stage is set for the Reformation 

Session 2: From bondage to Freedom: Luther Rediscovers Grace 

Session 3: From Scholar to Provocateur: Luther Takes on the Church 

Session 4: From Priest to Outlaw 

Session 5: From Heretic to Hero 

Session 6: From Scholar to Father: The Domestic Luther 

Session 7: From Simple to Complex: The New Church Finds Common Ground 

Bonus Session 8: Lutherôs Legacy 

Session 9: Swiss Reformation: A Rationalistôs Revolt 

Session 10: Radical Reformation: Revolution and Withdrawal 

Session 11: English Reformation: The Political Reformation 

Session 12: The Catholic Reformation: Reaction and Renewal 

Lenten Worship Series 

Tuesday Evenings at 7 pm. 

 

When Lutherans came to America, they brought with them Martin Lutherôs belief that peo-

ple of faith engage the big questions of the day. 
 

This story is characterized by the tension between honoring the European roots of the 

church and adapting to the new realities of American life. The Lutheran church, from its 

earliest days, faced religious pluralism, intolerance, racism, war, lack of state support and 

diversity of languages and traditions.  It wasn't easy then, and it isn't easy now. Under-

standing American Lutheran history can change the way we see ourselves and our future. 
  

This DVD series on the history of Lutherans in America will transport us through four centuries of the plant-

ing of the Lutheran church in this new land. Henry Muhlenberg provides the title for this series. His motto 

was Ecclesia Plantanda: "We must plant the church." 
  

Week 1   On New Soil: The Colonial Lutherans 

Week 2   In Times of Trial: Arriving in Waves 

Week 3   To Meet Human Need: Building Institutions 

Week 4   Working Together: Lutherans Uniting 

Week 5   In Modern Times: Becoming an American Church  

Festival Choir 

Rehearsals for the 

Palm Sunday Cantata 

Tuesdays after the 

Lenten Worship 

All voices needed! 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ  

aŀǊŎƘ мтǘƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ 

{ǊΦ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ 



¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧΦ 

Committee Meetings 
 

Council Meeting ð Monday, March13th at 7 pm 

Carpet Committee ð Tuesday, March 14th at 7 pm 

 
 

In Need of a walker, crutch or other supply to help you get moving again? 

Our church has several items to lend out. 

Contact Carol Schmid at 631-567-2112 who has volunteered to connect people in need with the 

supplies that have accumulated in the church closet. 

bƻǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 
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SNOW EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

If we have a major snowstorm on Saturday going into Satur-

day night and the roads are impassable, church services will 

be cancelled for Sunday morning.  This message will be on 

the church website, the church Facebook page as well as the 

church answering machine. 

In the event of a lesser amount of snow, the decision to have 

Sunday morning services will be made after Pastor Mark 

calls Konstantza and the council President. This may result 

in having one service later in the morning after the walkways 

and parking lot have been cleared.  Again, the information 

will be on the church website, the church Facebook page as 

well as the church answering machine. 

DIRECTORY UPDATE 
 

Please check your personal or family entry in the church directory located in 

the narthex.  We would appreciate an update of all phone numbers and 

email addresses so we may easily contact you.  Thank you. 

LENTEN FOLDERS 

 Lent is a time for self-reflection 

and a time to focus more on self-

discipline.  Christ was tempted by the 

devil and constantly questioned by be-

lievers and those with doubts.  The 

Lenten Offering Folder can be picked 

up in the church narthex or in the 

church office for your use as a remind-

er of the sacrifices made by Godôs only 

Son.  Please use as part of your faithful 

journey through Lent and return it 

with your Easter Offerings. 



HYMNAL DEDICATIONS AVAILABLE  
 

Hymnals can be donated in memory of someone but also in honor or thanksgiv-

ing for someone.  The cost to donate a hymnal is $20.00.  If you would like to 

donate a hymnal, please use the yellow envelopes.  If you have any questions, 

please speak to Pastor Mark, Janet OôMara or anyone on the Church Council.   
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Debt Reduction 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our efforts to reduce our 

mortgage and get it paid off in the next two years. 

Our January contribution:  $1,717 

Total to Date:   $14,601 
Help us to meet our goal of becoming debt free by contributing $10.50 a week!!! 

Memorials 
The following gifts have been received by the Memorial Fund 

 

In memory of Edna Muller by George & Patricia Muller 

In Memory of Ellen Bevers by Harry Bevers 



Betsy Cunningham, Gloria Marsh, Laura LeGrow, Linda Zarou, Lyn Sutcheck, Ka-

ren Forestaell, John Casilli, Ron Fuzia, Helen Franke, Timmy Knuth, Omar Sealey, 

Frank Cento, Branden Compitello, Caitlyn Reilly, Christian Feliciano, Richard Din-

kel, Marie Von Bergen, Pastor Mark, Keith Liford, Doris Liford, Ellen Jane Bruck-

ner, Pat DeAngelis, Muriel Ubell, Noah James LeBron, Sonia Soviero, Mary Schiavo, 

Sarah Link, Dorothy Jenssen, Jean Musa, Mary Kate Connors, Jorge Espana, Linda 

& John Jeziorkowski, Erica Dookram, Dick Guenste, Richie Schuld, Debra Gilgenast 

(nee Johnson), Grace, Lenny Crowe, Adele Henneborn, Mary Lynn Purchach, Terry Karl, Dave Mur-

phy, Dominick Strebel, Michele Birsner, Minakshi Patel, Barbara Krause, The Sidik Family, Kristin, 

Benjamin & Joseph, Lisa, Susan Sluderberg, Joe Cervenka, Kathy Watral, Julia Carioscia, Brittany 

Jekel, Manisha, Ben Morcelli, Louis Nocerino, Kathy, Jessica, Grace, & Gabriella, Linda & Larry 

Hanna, Bob Lobacz, Christopher Olsen, Jillian Brown, Erin OôMara, Gail Callis, Helen Turnquist, 

Janice Fuzia, Joan DeAngelis, Janet Ross, Betty Jo Molina, Ken & Carol Wiedemann, Jillian, Saman-

tha Saviano, Leah Family, Brown Family, Sharon Vitarelli, Thomas Mulieri, Barbara Carney, Martin 

Castrosoto, Vivian Abano, Janice Reilly, Lisa Albert, Mrs. Isha Tannu, Bill Paddack, Pat Guenste, 

Laurie Swaine 

Sandra Gatto, Lena Miller, Connor Granville, Pat Dilandro, Sally Sukhu, Lynn Musa, Jessica Ross, Ken 

Schultheis, Eileen, Dennis, Susan, Leslye Diemer, The Vent Family, John, Dunia, The Gervino Family, 

Bruce Henneborn, Anmol, Mateo, Michael Lanigan, John Jansen, Nancy Fletcher, Cindy Merriweather, 

Mateo Bedoya, Dottie Williams, Joseph Thomesen, Mary Stagner, Owen Preston, Maureen Consiglio, Bob 

Smith, Alba Bran, Grace, Frank Schadock, Eleanor Atkins, Betty Eichner, John Musa, Lorraine Cunning-

ham, Michael Dinger, Hasan Skinner, Rene Doumeng, Chris Levey, Jeanette Perry, Davante, Anmol, Justin, 

Margaret Lenahan, Lisa & Marvin, Jamey Musa, Mona Lang, Amelia Newhoff, Charles Moonsammy, Ruth 

Knudsen, Debbie Rasmussen, Eleanor Owens, Christine Sparacino, Phyliss Stack, Henry Bouchard, Kim 

Schiniener, Cathy McWilliams, Alyssa Furlani, Marie & Thomas Curr, Linda Smith, Steve Sparacino, Gary 

Patera, Lorraine OôDonnel, Paul Bouchard, Daniel Taddei, Donald LempΣ Miecia Webb, Frieda Costa, Scott 
Cunningham, Kristen Gilliar, Nazema Singh, Tina Crachiolo, Bebe Zalina Singh, Kailey Marie Johnstone, 

Albert Trabold, Kenneth Longacre,  Jennifer Hassig, Rose Crowe, Christine Lambert, Lane Romano, Marie 

Schrader, Anita Joanni, Christopher McCarthy, Eugene Diaz 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

3 year olds to 5th Graders  

Every Sunday during the 10:45 Service  

Lessons, crafts , music and more!  
Sunday, March 19th is Youth Participation Sunday at the 10:45 service  

Jr. Youth Group  

All 5 to 11 year olds welcome 

March19th ð Meeting 12:15 pm  
 

Call Emy Terhune at 631-258-8452 or  

Jean Musa at 631-901-3776 

 With any questions. 

 
6th through 8th grades:  

Confirmation Classes continue on 
Wednesdays from 7 pm ñ 8  pm  
March 8th, 15th, 22nd, & 29th  

 

Sr. Youth Group  
Join in and help host the Lent Soup Supper on Tuesday, March 28th 

 

Volunteers needed to set-up, serve & clean-up 

 

Contact Lorraine Hajek to coordinate menu items for dinner - 

Soup, salad, bread, dessert & beverages 


