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Conversations on Worship Schedule 

January 7th and 14th 

Between the worship services 
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Courage to Face the New Year 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I love to sing Christmas carols, they lift my spirit.  December has always been a 
rough for me.  For years it was because I worked a retail job and I had to deal 
with crabby customers.  They were spending money they didnôt have and 

sometimes for people didnôt like.  More recently it is because both my parents died in December. 
 
I was very glad to hear that the senior youth group wanted to go caroling this year.  Walking around 
the neighborhood and seeing our neighborôs faces as we share Christ with them through song 
helped me deal with the long December.   
 
The new year can also bring anxiety, especially this year.  There are forest fires burning out west, 
the new tax code has many families worried, the threat of war with North Korea, and I could go on 
and on.  
 
Where do we find the courage to face the challenges that lay before us? 
 
There is an odd little carol which is sometimes sung on this first Sunday after Christmas. It begins: 
There's snow on the mountain and ice on the pond, 
The Wise Men are home now in the back of beyond. 
The Shepherd's have left us; the heavens are dumb; 
There's no one to tell us why Jesus has come. 
 
It ends: 
 
But God's in His heaven, and Jesus has come 
To show every sinner he's welcome back home, 
To be this world's Saviour from hunger and fear, 
And give us new courage to face the New Year. 
 
We have courage to face this New Year because of Jesus. He is ImmanuelðGod with us and for us. 
Blessings, 
Pastor Mark 

 

ADVENT FOLDERS  

Please return your advent folders  

 

Unused 2017 Offering Envelopes 
Make a great gift to your church 

Put a dollar in all your unused offering envelopes 

bƻǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 
  

9-DL±LbD 
5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǝŎŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜΚ  9ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀƴƪ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  LǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǩƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜΦ 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

tŀƴŎŀƪŜ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 
ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нмΣ нлму 
tŀƴŎŀƪŜǎΣ {ŀǳǎŀƎŜΣ ϧ IŀƳ  
CǊƻƳ уΥлл ǘƻ фΥол ŀΦƳΦ 

!Řǳƭǘǎ ϷуΦлл CŀƳƛƭȅΥ ϷмсΦлл 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ϧ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎ ϷрΦлл 

tǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 5ƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ  

{ŜƴƛƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ 



HYMNAL DEDICATIONS AVAILABLE  

 

Hymnals can be donated in memory of someone but also in honor or thanksgiving 

for someone.  The cost to donate a hymnal is $20.00.  If you would like to donate 

a hymnal, please use the yellow envelopes.  If you have any questions, please 

speak to Pastor Mark, Janet OôMara or anyone on the Church Council.   

Volunteer with the Altar Guild &  

the Property Committee  

Sunday, January 13th at 10 am  

Christmas Clean up  



Dear Friends in Christ, 

I am reaching out today to address an important topic: our worship schedule.  

As attendance has fallen over the years due to deaths, members moving away, or leaving the church for other reasons, 

some have wondered whether Christ Lutheran should offer one service year-round.  

Some of the positive aspects of a single service mentioned during Council meetings:  

Worship is enhanced when more people are present during service. 

A single service would be less demanding on members of the Altar Guild, Ushers, and Coffee Hour staff to meet the 

weekly church service staffing needs. 

A single service strengthens fellowship during and after service, as all members of the congregation are at church at 

the same time. 

From my perspective there are also concerns. Our congregation in Florida faced this situation and decided to move to 

one service. Although we experienced the benefits listed above, we also lost ten members when we eliminated an early 

service option due to work scheduling conflicts, family event commitments, and other Sunday events.  In researching 

this topic, I learned that other churches that have cut back their number of worship opportunities lost 10% to 15% of 

the members.  

The history is similar here at Christ. Historically our summer attendance was lower than in other seasons due to family 

vacations, Sunday School break, temperatures in the sanctuary, and service start time.  

During my first two summers at Christ we kept the two service format during the summer months. While attendance 

was down in comparison with our normal fall, winter, and spring service schedule, it was up when compared to attend-

ance from previous summers.  This past summer we returned to having just one service during the summer at 9:30; 

attendance was once again down to its previous level. 

If we are to make a change, we need to set aside personal preferences and ask ourselves: 

What is the mission of the church? 

Does a change support the mission of the church? 

We will come to a decision together as a congregation.  

Between the services in January leading up to the Annual Meeting we will host two round table discussions in the back 

of the Fellowship Hall about this possible change in our worship schedule.  To aid in that discussion, I am asking that 

you answer following survey quest

Comments: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Are you in favor of having just one morning service on Sundays? 
  

Yes No 

If we were to have just one mid-morning Sunday service would this potentially affect 

your ability to come to worship due to work, children, or other conflicts? 
  

Yes No 

Would you attend worship regardless of the time? 
  

Yes No 

If we were to have a mid-week or Sunday Evening service would you commit to com-

ing regularly?  

Yes No 

      



P&J SCHEDULEð Fall/Winter 2017-2018 
 

                                 5ŜŎΦ ом - Wŀƴ с ----- Yh.9[Σ/¦bbLbDI!a 
  Wŀƴ т - мо ς 5hhYw!aΣ twLaL!bh 
  Wŀƴ мп - нл----- {²!Lb9Σ hΩa!w! 

  Wŀƴ нм- нт ς .hhY Dwh¦t 
Wŀƴ ну - CŜō о --- D!¦¢IL9wΣ.Lw{b9wΣ¢9wI¦b9Σ{¦YI¦ 
CŜō п - мл ς hΩ¢hh[9ΣtL/9/9Σ59!bD9[L{ΣYw9. 
CŜō мм - мт ς a/a!b¦{Σ [!a.5LbΣ /!wLh{/L! 
CŜōΦ му - нп ς a/²L[[L!a{Σa¦{!ΣIL[[Σ/!w¢¸ 
CŜō нр - aŀǊŎƘ о ς Yh.9[Σ /¦bbLbDI!a 
aŀǊŎƘ п -мл- ----5hhYw!aΣ twLaL!bh 
aŀǊŎƘ мм - мт ς {²!Lb9Σ hΩa!w! 
aŀǊŎƘ му - нпς .hhY Dwh¦t 

aŀǊŎƘ нр - ом  ς /hbCLwa!¢Lhb /[!{{  

 
LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΗ 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘǿƻ ōƻȄŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ 

ǿŜŜƪΗ  
 

 

Thank you to the  
volunteers who helped  

Distribute Christmas Baskets 
James Laskowski 
Adelie Barbera 
Kayla McKenna 
Ashley Ramjattan 

! ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ LǎƭƛǇ 
¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜΣ b¸Φ 
 

{ǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘ 
ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 
wŜǾΦ aŀǊƪ YǊŜŜƳŜǊΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ 
/ŜƭƭΥ  όсомύ роо-нппс 

hŶŎŜΥ όсомύрум-мтмл 
9-ƳŀƛƭΥ ŎƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘΦƛǘϪǾŜǊƛȊƻƴΦƴŜǘ 
 

5ŜŀŎƻƴΥ  WŀƴŜǘ hΩaŀǊŀ 
 

/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ hŶŎŜǊǎΥ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΥ  WǳŘȅ DŀǳǘƘƛŜǊ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΥ  Iƻƭƭȅ ±ƻƴ {ŜƎƎŜǊƴ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΥ  IŜƭŜƴ /ŀǊƛƻǎŎƛŀ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ  9Ř tǊŜǳǎǎ 
!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ  Dŀƛƭ /ŀƭƭƛǎ 
CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΥ  9ƭƭŜƴ aŎaŀƴǳǎ 
 

tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΥ  aŀŘŜƭƛƴŜ {ƘŀǊǊƻŎƪ 
tŀǊƛǎƘψŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊϪŎƘǊƛǎǘƭǳǘƘŜǊŀƴƛǘΦƻǊƎ 
 

2017 Church  Council  

YŀǊƭ  ±ƻƴ {ŜƎƎŜǊƴ 
WƻŜ /ŀƭƭƛǎ  
WǳŘȅ DŀǳǘƘƛŜǊ 
9ƭƭŜƴ  aŎaŀƴǳǎ  
WŜŀƴ aǳǎŀ 
Dŀƛƭ /ŀƭƭƛǎ 
IŜƭŜƴ /ŀǊƛƻǎŎƛŀ  
[ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ IŀƧŜƪ WǊΦ 
Iƻƭƭȅ  ±ƻƴ {ŜƎƎŜǊƴ 
YŜƴ Iƛƭƭ 
9Ř tǊŜǳǎǎ 
Wƻŀƴ 5Ŝ!ƴƎŜƭƛǎ 
5ŀǿƴ wƻǘƻƭƻ 
/ŀǊƻƭ /ŀǊǘȅ 
5ŜǊŜƪ 5ƻƻƪǊŀƳ 

{9w±LbD Lb ¢I9 aL[Lπ
¢!wΥ̧ !ƭŜȄ bŜǿƘƻũΣ bƛƪπ
ƪƻ bŀǾŀǊǊƻΣ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ aƻƴǘπ
ƎƻƳŜǊȅΣ aŀǧƘŜǿ DŀƭƭƛƴƻΣ 
DǊŜƎƻǊȅ [ƻƴƎŀŎǊŜΣ Wǳǎǝƴ 
IƻƭƪŜΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ aŎ/ƭŀƛƴΣ 5ŀƴπ
ƛŜƭ 9ƛŎƘƴŜǊΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ 9ƛŎƘƴŜǊΣ 
{Ŝŀƴ aƻƭƭŜǊΣ 9Ǿŀƴ .ƻƻƪΣ 
.ǊŜǧ aŀǊŎƛƴƛƪΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀ 

Memorials 

The following gifts have been received in the Memorial Fund 

In Memory of  Patricia Geist by Rosemarie  Martinez 



Lynn Walsh, Anita Kindberg, Diana Reilly Engel, Maria Engle Klatzkin, Val Ma-

zuryk, Hugo Ramirez, Derick, Renee & Adolf Doti, Barbara & David Johnson, Ho-

henharth Family, Tony DeLeva, Becky Kreemer, Vincent Aprano, Debra Hamke, 

Luis Canalasaparicio, Norberto Hohn, Megan Morrrell, Rick Kreemer, Gary Undt & 

Undt Family, John Lepnis, Lepnis Family, Linda & John Jeziorkowski, Dorothy 

Smith, Nancy Fletcher, Orlando, Judy, Ronald, Tom Loo, James Musa, Jr., Chris 

Koch, James Burns, Michelle Dookram, Frank Schadock, Gail Callis, George Mathew, Joe Cervenka, 

Marie & Thomas Curr, Andrea Montgomery,  Miram Woodward, Terry Karl, Jim Zaun, Joe Cari-

oscia, Mandy Mason, Sharon Vitarelli, Louis Albertelli 

John Jansen, Gayle Simon, Kara Koch, Katrina Noelle Alizade, Bertina Gamblin, Grace Schretzlmeir, Jason 

Terhune, Ethan, Grayson & Delaney, The Knerich Family, Michael, Kathleen Simmons,  Margaret Lenahan, 

Earl Davis, Gloria Marsh, Linda Zarou, Lyn Sutcheck, Karen Forestell, John Casilli, Ron Fuzia, Helen 

Franke, Omar Sealey, Branden Compitello, Caitlyn Reilly, Christian Feliciano, Richard Dinkel, Marie Von 

Bargen, Pastor Mark, Keith Liford, Ellen Jane Bruckner, Pat DeAngelis, Muriel Ubell, Noah James LeBron, 

Sonia Soviero, Mary Schiavo, Sarah Link, Mary Kate Connors, Jorge Espana, Erica Dookram, Richie 

Schuld, Debra Gilgenast (nee Johnson), Grace, Lenny Crowe, Adele Henneborn, Mary Lynn Purchach, 

Dave Murphy, Dominick Strebel, Barbara Krause, The Sidik Family, Kristin, Benjamin & Joseph, Lisa, Su-

san Sluderberg, Kathy Watral, Julia Carioscia, Manisha, Louis Nocerino, Kathy, Jessica, Grace, & Gabriella, 

Linda & Larry Hanna, Christopher Olsen, Jillian Brown, Helen Turnquist, Janice Fuzia, Joan DeAngelis, 

Betty Jo Molina, Ken & Carol Wiedemann, Jillian, Samantha Saviano, Leah Family, Brown Family, Thom-

as Mulieri 


